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Who is TMF ? 
TMF – a national "Research Enabler“ 

non-profit umbrella organization for medical research networks in 

Germany (membership: >90 projects) 

 adresses legal, ethical, technical,   

and organisational problems of networked medical research 

 funded by the German Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) 

 founded in 1999 parallel to the establishment  of large scale collaboration 

projects in Germany 

• interdisciplinary platform to identify and solve organizational, legal, 
ethical and technological problems of networked medical research 

• provision of expert opinions, generic concepts and tools (IT 
applications, checklists, practical guides, training, consultation services)  

• solutions available to the public free of charge ! 

• member / partner / German delegate in international consortia for data 
standardisation (e.g. CDSIC, HL7) and research infrastructures (e.g. 
ESBB, BBMRI, EHR4CR)  
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Expert members of academic research institutions, 
networks and organisations 
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TMF action areas – 
working groups, workflow and philosophy  

Scientist-identified need 

Working groups 

Project idea development 

Review I by working groups 

Review II  by board of directors  

Application 
for  
third-party 
funding  

Application 
for  
funding  by 
TMF 

Working Groups 
• Biobanks 
• Data protection 
• IT infrastructure & quality management 
• Management of clinical studies 
• Medical technology 
• Molecular Medicine 
• Zoonosis and infection research 
• Network management 
• PR & science communication 
 
Selected solutions & products: 
• harmonised SOPs for clinical trials 
• data protection concepts, consented with 

all local authorities in Germany 
• approved pseudonymisation software suite 

for clinical databanks & biobanking 
• approved guidelines for patient consent  
• severe adverse events reporting software  
• establishment of national infrastructures: 

- German Biobank Registry  
- National Research Platform for Zoonoses www.biobanken.de  

www.tmf-ev.de  

www.zoonosen.net  

http://www.biobanken.de/
http://www.tmf-ev.de/
http://www.tmf-ev.de/
http://www.tmf-ev.de/
http://www.zoonosen.net/
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German Contribution at International Level:  
Standardisation & Cooperation 

BBMRI 

www.ehr4cr.eu/  
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Aims 

 

 to improve medical research in terms of quality, 

organisation and cooperation 

 to develop high-performance IT infrastructures, 

implementation in interconnected structures 

 to solve common questions of networked medical 

research (e.g. collecting, processing and exchanging 

research data) 

 to clarify the legal and ethical framework for 

conducting medical research 

 to contribute to sustainable and efficient health 

research by improved translation of research findings 

into health care 
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Working Groups 

 IT infrastructure and quality management  

 Data protection, privacy and security 

 Biobanks 

 Management of clinical trials 

 Medical technology 

 Molecular medicine  

 Zoonosis and infection research 

 Forum Grid 

 Patients representatives forum 

 Networkmanagement 
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TMF Projects 

 bottom-up approach 

 scientist-defined needs and projects 

Main topics 

 Legal and ethical framework conditions 

 Quality management 

 Interconnection of research and health care 

 Standards and terminology 

 IT infrastructure for clinical research 

TMF Projects 
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Products of TMF: accessible to all and free of charge 

Work materials 

Expert & Legal opinions 

TMF Book series (bookselling price) 

IT Infrastructure & Software-Tools 

eServices 

Consultation 
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Download 

www.tmf-ev.de/produkte  

 

http://www.tmf-ev.de/produkte
http://www.tmf-ev.de/produkte
http://www.tmf-ev.de/produkte
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TMF Book series 
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Thank you. 

 

 

 

Information in English: 

http://www.tmf-ev.de/EnglishSite/Home.aspx  

http://www.tmf-ev.de/EnglishSite/Home.aspx
http://www.tmf-ev.de/EnglishSite/Home.aspx
http://www.tmf-ev.de/EnglishSite/Home.aspx

