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What is a  

centralized  

“biobank” 
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1.   To perform and prioritize systematic collection of biomaterials in 

accordance with site-specific research interests and programs 

(including pre-existing BM/data-collections);  

 

2.   To implement an uniform (and as open as possible) consent-

management approved by the local ethics-committee;  

 

3.   To establish workflows for the acquisition of biomaterials (OECD/ISBER) 

in the frame of clinical routine, including 

 - differentiation between solid (tissues) & liquid BMs (blood, urine), 

 - logistics (harmonized pre-analytics/timely transport), and  

    - uniform rules (HG/SOP) for QM, SPREC, BM-labelling & BM-storage;  

     

4.  To implement a uniform biobank-management-(IT) system (BBMS)  

         generally in accordance with the hospital‘s IT-structure;  

 

5.  To implement access-rules for BM & data (in-/external: MTA/DAA). 
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Kiel 

Aachen 

Heidelberg 

Berlin 

Würzburg 

Germany concentrates 

national biobanks at five 

different sites 

Transkript 04/2011, 25-26 
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The centralized Biomaterialbank of the 

RWTH Aachen (RWTH cBMB) 
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The RWTH cBMB unifies 10 Biomaterial Banks  

of the University Hospital Aachen 
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The centralized Biomaterialbank of the 

Charité Berlin (ZeBanC)  
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The centralized Biomaterialbank Berlin 

Hospital / Wards               

ZeBanC 

Central 

Laboratory Laboratory 
Berlin 

ZeBanC 
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ZeBanC 
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The centralized Biomaterialbank Berlin 

09/2015 

ZeBanC 
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The centralized Biomaterialbank of  

Heidelberg (BMBH) 
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The centralized Biobank of Heidelberg 
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The centralized Biobank of Heidelberg 

 
Organization of the BMBH 
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The centralized Biobank of Heidelberg 

Time schedule    07/11   12/11    07/12     01/13      01/14       01/15        01/16 
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The centralized Biomaterialbank of the 

Medical Campus Kiel - P2N BMB 

(PopGen 2.0 Network)  
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The centralized Biomaterialbank Kiel (P2N) 

Started in 2011: 

11.04.2016 



National Day – Germany‘s way  

towards excellence in biobanking 

The centralized Biomaterialbank Kiel (P2N) 

P2N Today: 

11.04.2016 



National Day – Germany‘s way  

towards excellence in biobanking 

The centralized Biomaterialbank Kiel (P2N) 

P2N-Infrastructure 

     Study-Centres      
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 Interdisciplinary Therapy-Centres  
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The centralized Biomaterialbank Kiel (P2N) 
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The centralized Biomaterialbank Kiel (P2N) 

Organization 
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Access-regulations (data/biosamples) 
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The centralized Biomaterialbank of the 

Medical Faculty Würzburg (ibdw) 
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The interdisciplinary bank of biomaterials  
and data Würzburg (ibdw) 
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The interdisciplinary bank of biomaterials  
and data Würzburg (ibdw) 

-80°C 

S2-laboratory:  

biosample 

-reception, 

-registration, 

-preparation 
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The interdisciplinary bank of biomaterials  
and data Würzburg (ibdw) 
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The interdisciplinary bank of biomaterials  
and data Würzburg (ibdw) 

ibdw management board  
(weekly meetings & 48h fast track) 
1) Head ibdw liquid BM 

2) Head ibdw solid/tissue BM 

3) Head ibdw IT- BBMS  

4) Quality manager ibdw 

 

checks biomaterial (BM)  

availabilty & quality 

checks scientific merits &  

     potential conflict of interest 

 Request / Proposal 

with positive EC-vote  
Decision 

ibdw internal scientific board 
(monthly meetings & 7d fast track) 
1) Representatives of departments contributing liquid BM/tissues  

2) Biometrician  

3) Lay members: patient and handicapped advocate 

4) Independent external senior scientist/researcher 

5) Advice: Legal departments/ data protection officer     

ibdw executive board  
(monthly meetings & 7d fast track) 

1) Director ibdw 

2) Director Institute of Pathology 

3) Head IT ibdw (BBMS) 

4) One leading representative of all contributing departments 

5) Advice: Legal departments/ data protection officer     

within 4 weeks (fast track: 7 days)  

  

Researcher 
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The interdisciplinary bank of biomaterials  
and data Würzburg (ibdw) 
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German Biobank Node GBN  

(11/2013-10/2016) 

 

WP1: Headquarter 

 Berlin (Hummel) 

 Hannover (Illig) 

 Göttingen (Nußbeck) 

 

WP2: IT-Network 
 Erlangen (Prokosch) 

 Mainz (Ückert) 

 

WP3: QM/QC 
  liquid: Jena (Kiehntopf) 

 Mannheim (Neumaier) 

 tissue: Heidelberg (Schirmacher) 

 München (Höfler) 

 

WP4: ELSI/Public 

 Würzburg (Jahns) 

 

Kiel 

Aachen 

Heidelberg 

Berlin 

GBN 

Würzburg 

Erlangen 

Hannover 

Mainz 

München 

Göttingen 

Mannheim 

Jena 
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Kiel 

Aachen 

Heidelberg 

Berlin 

GBN 

Würzburg 

Erlangen 

Hannover 

Mainz 

München 

Göttingen 

Mannheim 

Jena 

Conclusion: 

A lot has been achieved 

during the past 5 years; 

thanks to the BMBF  

funding programs (cBMB/GBN) 

German biobanks have reached  

international excellence… 

 

However, 

a lot remains to do… 

…most importantly, 

to secure sustainability of  

the newly & successfully 

implanted seedlings !!! 


