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Landscape 

• Biobanks: 

• BBMRI 

• Palga 

• Parelsnoer 

• Quality of care: 

• DICA 

• Diseases: 

• IKNL (Cancer) 

• RIVM (Population screenings)  

• GGD (Infectious diseases) 

• Many other disease specific 

registers and biobanks 

 

More than 200 biobanks… 

…with diverse data. 



Landscape 

• Current developments: 

• Registration at the source 

• Nationwide electronic patient record 

• Centralisation of biobank facilities 

• Including a catalogue 

• Standardisation for TTP (NEN) 

• Data stewardship 

• Infrastructure 



BBMRI-NL 

• 200 ‘Biobanks’, e.g.: Palga (11M), RIVM (900k), LifeLines 

(165k) 

• Several rainbow projects to improve sharing of data and use 

of samples: 

• National catalogue since 2012 

• RP 5: A national infrastructure for linkage of biobanks to medical 

and socioeconomic registries: an integrative approach, Dr O.H. 

Klungel, Prof dr J.H. Smit 

• RP 8:Dutch National Tissue Portal (DNTP), Prof G.A. Meijer, Dr F. 

van Kemenade, Dr L. Overbeek 

• RP11: Catalogue 2.0, Dr Morris Swertz 

 

http://www.bbmri.nl/nl-nl/activiteiten/regenboogprojecten/231
http://www.bbmri.nl/nl-nl/activiteiten/regenboogprojecten/231
http://www.bbmri.nl/nl-nl/activiteiten/regenboogprojecten/231
http://www.bbmri.nl/nl-nl/activiteiten/regenboogprojecten/182
http://www.bbmri.nl/nl-nl/activiteiten/regenboogprojecten/182
http://www.bbmri.nl/nl-nl/activiteiten/regenboogprojecten/182
http://www.bbmri.nl/nl-nl/activiteiten/regenboogprojecten/182
http://www.bbmri.nl/nl-nl/activiteiten/regenboogprojecten/259-rainbow-project-11-catalogue-20
http://www.bbmri.nl/nl-nl/activiteiten/regenboogprojecten/259-rainbow-project-11-catalogue-20


BBMRI-NL 2.0 

• BBMRI-NL 2.0 grant approved end 2014 

• Joining together CTMM TraIT and BBMRI-NL  

• NWO National Roadmap grant 

• Workstream 1: Visibility and public access  

• Workstream 2: Productivity and controlled access  

• Workstream 3: Outreach and sustainability  



Catalogue – BBMRI 



Catalogue – Dutch National Tissue Portal (Palga) 



Catalogue – TraIT Study catalogue 



Catalogue – Radboud Biobank 



Catalogue – LifeLines 



Challenges maintaining catalogues 

• Make it a useful resource for researchers, biobanks & policy 

makers 

• Keeping it up to date 

• The right amount of information 

• Useful for researchers 

• Protecting the privacy of donors 

• Protecting the rights of the biobank 

• Merging the different efforts. 

• Coarse information at the national level 

• More detailed information in local catalogue 

 



Catalogue 2.0 

• Based on MIABIS Biobanks, Sample Collections and OMICS 

modules 

• Aggregated data 

• Open resource 

• Automated import from local biobank catalogues 



Catalogue 2.0 

• Based on MOLGENIS 

• For biologists MOLGENIS is a suite of web databases for 

genotype, phenotype, QTL and analysis pipelines. 

• For bioinformaticians MOLGENIS is software generator to rapidly 

build web databases that make researchers happy. 



Catalogue working group 

• Domain experts from major projects and large biobanks: 

• Parelsnoer 

• CTMM TraIT 

• Palga 

• LifeLines 

• Radboudumc Biobank 

• Meet several times per year to discuss topics like: 

• Current developments 

• Standardisation 

• TTP 

 



Sample request workflow 



Sample request workflow 

• Track and trace samples from the initial request to shipment to the 

researcher. 

• Implemented in TraIT, Parelsnoer 

• Under development for Palga, HOVON 
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