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• non-profit umbrella organization for networked 
medical research 

• established by the BMBF in 1999 
• registered association as of 2003 (65 members) 
• funded by three federal ministries (BMBF, BMG, 

BMWT) and several other bodies (e.g. DFG, EU) 

TMF 

http://www.tmf-ev.de 

• German Centers for Health Research 
• several Medical Faculties 
• The National Cohort 
• Networks for Rare Diseases 
• Coordinating Centers for Clinical Trials 
• German Biobank Node 
     … and many more 



Goal: Jointly Solve Researcher-identified Problems! 

• IT infrastructure for clinical research (tools, audits) 
• research methodology (harmonized SOPs, checklists) 
• biobanking (quality management, IT, logistics, sustainability)  
• ELSI frameworks (data protection concepts, consent blueprints) 
• lobbying (politics, society, funding bodies) 

TMF 

TMF Working Groups 

• IT Infrastructure and Quality Management  
• Data Protection 
• Biobanking 
• Management of Clinical Studies 
• Medical Bioinformatics and Systems Medicine 
• Science Communication 
• Data Quality (Summer 2019) 







A Driver for Research and Care 

• Whole genome sequencing (WGS) greatly facilitates the diagnosis, 
therapy and prognosis of, as well as research into, genetic diseases. 

• Immediate clinical benefit from WGS arises in  
• treatment of cancer 
• diagnosis of rare diseases (total prevalence: 5%)  

• Pilot projects are helpful, but do not obviate the long-term 
establishment of WGS as a standard diagnostic tool.  

• Implementation of WGS as a link between medical research and care is 
ongoing in many countries (e.g. US, Canada, Australia, China, UK, 
Netherlands, France, Sweden). 
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Quo vadis, Germany? 

• Genome Medicine plays a less prominent role in Germany, with fewer 
public investments (e.g. infrastructure, research) made than elsewhere. 

• Instead of “re-inventing the wheel”, a German Genome Medicine 
initiative should draw upon the experience of others. 

• National (and local) implementation processes must take relevant legal, 
ethical and organizational peculiarities into account. 

• In the interest of patients, researchers and society, rapid action is 
required. 
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